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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
LETTER 
TO MR. JOSEPH FERRIS. 
Dear Brother, 

Suffer me to write a little of the dealings of God 
with me. For six years, I embraced the Universal 
system of religion; but in the mean time I had 
doubts, and queries about the consistency of it, and 
my prayer to God has been, that he would, 


If I was right, his grace impart 
Thus in the right to stay ; 
If I was wrong, O teach my heart 
To find the better way. 

I think God has of late convinced me that I was in 
an error, and I no longer dare to trust on that sandy 
foundation; for I believe those that trust in that 
system are like the foolish man that built his house 
upon the sand, without a foundation, so when the 
storm came the house fell, and great was the fall 
thereof. 

A short time since, I had a vision in the night. I 
discovered myself standing in a place between two 
fires, and they were fast approaching me, and I saw 
no way for me to escape ; this caused me to medi- 
tate much upon futurity, and at length this pas- 
sage of scripture came to my mind, Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
“ Wherefore seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses,” &c. I then began to 
look for those witnesses. I found them inthe 11th 
chapter of Hebrews. When I come to read what 
they went through in the cause of God, how they 
suffered, some stoned, some sawn asunder, some 
wandered about in sheep skins, and goat skins, 
rather than deny or renounce the cause of God, I 
was led to think, that if heaven was to be obtained 
without our complying with the terms of the gos- 
pel, that those men were simple in going through 
what they did. Therefore, dear brother, let us ex- 
amine ourselves, and see what manner of peisons 
we are; our days are almost ended, we are tottering 
mn the brink of the grave, and soon shall be called 
to try the realities of our professions. We niust 
be weighed in the balance of God’s sanctuary, and 
if we are found wanting, our case must be deplora- 
ble ; therefore give all diligence to make your call- 
ing and election sure. Let us not place our hopes 
too much upon a future salvation, but let us en- 
deavour to have a present salvation—and “be ye 
also ready, for now is the acceptable time, and day 
of salvation.” 

I want you to write to me on the reception of 
this, and inform me whether you have ever expe- 
rienced that which the apostle speaks of, Christ, in 
you the bope of glory. These may be my dying 





words to you, for I expect to depart soon; and I 
have a hope of being with Christ, which is far bet- 
ter; therefore, I wish you altogether such as I am, 
except my infirmities. So, farewell. These are 
the sincere wishes and prayers of your brother, 
JEHIEL FERRIS. 
Troy, Bradford Co. Pa. Jan, 28, 1825. 
REPLY. 

Dear Brother, 

1 received your letter of Jan. 28th, and in reply 
to your well meant advice and strictures have to 
say, that I cannot conceive of your “embracing the 
Universal system of religion,” as you term it, when 
at the same time you had doubts of the truth of it. 
Shall I understand you to signify that you believed 
a doctrine, when you had doubts of the truth of the 
doctrine? I assure you, that you were a different 
kind of Universalist from myself, or any with whom 
I have the pleasure of being acquainted. 

I agree with you that your foundation was a 
sandy one, and I commend you for not trusting a 
foundation of “doubts and queries.” My founda- 
tion is the Lord Jesus Christ, and I have no doubts 
of his inclination or ability to redeem and sanctify 
me; neither do I feel disposed to indulge in queries 
relative to his doing every thing necessary for my 
best interests. Your vision, or rather dream, has 
vo manner of analogy with, or relation to, the sub- 
ject of man’s salvation; therefore I will not trouble 
you with any thing farther on this part of your 
letter. 

The witnesses whom you looked for, and found, 
if they were to address you, would, I think, teach 
you a different conclusion, from that which you 
have arrived at in a very singular manner. Surely, 
you cannot believe that wearing sheep skins, and 
goat skins, are the terms of the gospel! Those 
spoken of, were persecuted men; and clothed them- 
selves in the manner related, because they could 
obtain no other covering. 

I agree with you that our days, on earth, are 
almost ended. In the examination of myself, I find 
I am an old man, (about eigh'y,) and remember the 
goodness of God, my Heavenly Father, from my 
youth up. Shall I, my old brother, doubt the good- 
ness of God for the future, when I have experienced 
his goodness in all the past ? May God preserve me 
from this ingratitude, which would be worse than 
the sin of witcheraft! 

I do not understand what you mean by being 
“weighed in the balance of God’s sanctuary.” I 
know that my works shall be tried by fire, (a purify- 
ing element,) and that when they are burned, I shall 





suffer loss; but that myself shall be saved. But, 
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if my works abide, I shall receive a reward. I pray 


God to burn all my evil works, and to save me from 
all my sins and transgressions. I trust I have lis- 
tened to the call, and that I have made my election 
sure; for I have elected Christ as the Captain of 
my salvation, and will, with God’s assistance, obey 
all his commands, and receive his instructions. 
The day of salvation has been acceptable to me 
ever since my eyes were opened to behold its 
glory; and, I trust, will continue so, when I shall 
see its future glories, and greet all my brethren, the 
great human family, in the presence of its enkin- 
dling ray, the Sun of Righteousness. With this 
faith, and these hopes, I kindly bid you a short 
farewell. JOSEPH FERRIS. 
New-York, June 30, 1824. 
—<>>-—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Last Sabbath I attended church in 
Vandewater-street. Parson Cumming, after having 
commenced his exercises, read, for the instruction 
of his congregation, the first chapter of Revelation. 
When he had proceeded as far as the 11th verse, he 
said, “he did not pretend to more intellect than his 


peighbours, but any man who denied the Deity of 


Christ, was a fool.” He predicated the truth of his 
arguinent on the ground that Christ is called the 
“Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.” As 
Parson C. “challenged contutation,” I should be 
gratified to see your remarks on the passage alluded 
to. Cc. P. 
New-York, June 27, +25. 
REMARKS. 

Our friend Hooper Cumming is somewhat cele- 
brated for dispensing with argument and evidence, 
and calling hard names, for a substitute. This is 
not altogether a new mode, but, it would seem, is 
found very convenient. After hearing a man, who 
will be a dignified clergyman, pronounce the word 
fool, 1» an audible voice, his audience generally, 
who we presume make pretensions to wisdom, must 
give up their opinions to the Doctor. For, who 
would be a fool, merely to preserve his faith entire, 
when Dr. C. thinks differently! We have before 
us, then, the Vandewater-street criterion. Every 
man, including Dr. C., who believes in the Deity of 
Christ, is wise. Every man who believes the con- 
trary, that Jesus Christ was a man, is a fool! It 
would be an easy matter now, to learn how many 
wise men, and how many fools are in this city. Do 
you believe in the Deity of Christ? Yes. Stand 
by, you are a wise man. Do you, friend, believe 
this? No. Well, then, you are a fool. 

Query. How would the inspired writers fare, 
were they to visit friend C. in Vandewater-street ? 
They contend, that “ Christ was a man!” They 
say $0, in just so many words. Parson C. has de- 
cided, as a matter of course, that they are fools! 
How would the meek and lowly Jesus himself fare, 
should this great Doctor Hooper Comming sit in 

judgment upon him, after bearing his humble de- 
claration, “ Of mine own self I can do nothing 2” 
A Deity who can do nothing of himself, is not the 


quite as well pleased to be called fools by Hooper 
Cumming, as to be wise only by the adthority o: 
his ipse dixit, and a little rather. 

What shall we say of the “intellect” of thar 
man, who will predicate so important an hypothesis 
as the Deity of @brist, upon a solitary passage, 
which is now rejected in the best Greek copies, as 
spurious? And what shall we say of the modesty of 
that man, who shall call all those fools, who will 
not believe a doctrine repugnant to reason, because 
a spurious sentence is supposed to favour it? Let 
the real wise man answer. The time is fast ap- 
proaching, when the surplice and arrogance of 
proud imperious Pharisees, will not screen then 
from the honest indignation of honourable men, 
who will despise hypocrisy, and dare to think and 
speak for themselves, without a clerical prompter 
There is something ludicrous in a man who wil] 
pompously sit in judgment upon the intellect of a 
whole community, and knock them down, as the 
auctioneer dues his merchandize, to the highest bid- 
der; reserving to himself the privilege of valuing 
his commodity. 

This first chapter of the book of Revelation, so 
far from containing any thing to favour the hypo- 
thesis of the Deity of the man Christ Jesus, abso- 
sutely confutes the doctrine beyond recovery. The 
book is called “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave unto him.” Not the Revelation 
which he gave unto himself. Christ sent his angel 
or messenger, who signified the same to John; that 
is, a revelation from God. This messenger “ bear 
record of the word of God, [this is one thing,]} and 
of the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Thus we read, 
verse fourth, “John to the seven Churches which 
are in Asia; Grace unto you, and peace, from him 
which is, and which was, and which is to come: 
and from the seven Spirits which are before his 
throne; and from Jesus Christ, the faithful wii 
ness, the first-begotten of the dead.” Here God 
and Christ are both spoken of. Christ, not as God, 
but as the “faithful witness.” John continues and 
says, of Christ, that he “hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father.” Then John de- 
clares, verse eighth, “Iam Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending; saith Who? Ans.} the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty.” The reader by comparing 
the fourth and eighth verses, will see that the Lord 
and Father of Jesus Christ is spoken of, and not 
Christ. The words, “I am Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last,” in verse 11th, are an interpola- 
tion. They are rejected by Griesbach, whose Greek 
Testament is acknowledged to be the most correct 
of any extant. So much for Dr. Cumming’s opin- 
ions. 

—j>-—- 

From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

LIFE OF ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 
(Concluded from p. 31.) 

On the 29th of September, 1787, he arrived, a! 

most pennyless, and a total stranger, in the great 

Metropolis of the British Empire. His reception 





God of the Universe. For ourselves, we should be 


was cold and very discouraging. Destitute ©: 
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recommended by his dress and appearance, it can- 
not be wondered that he was not altogether a wel- 
come minister to a few obscure individuals in the 
midst of London, who must have felt a sort of obli- 
gation to support him, and who nevertheless antici- 
pated little or no success from his labours. They 
had, however, seen and liked a sermon of his which 
was reprinted there, two or three years before. 
With much solicitation, they obtained the use of a 
Baptist meeting-house in Blackfields, Borough of 
Southwark, where he preached twice; and then a 
meeting-house in Moorfields, where he delivered 
two or three discourses. Cheerful and contented 
in his disposition, and never disheartened by dis- 
appointment or neglect, he exhibited on these oc- 
casions his usual animati“n and ability. His friends 
increased in number and in their expectations; and 
as the two former places were immediately shut 
against him on account of his sentiments, they took 
a large school room in Store-street, Tottenham 
Court Road. He soon obtained a privilege at a 
Mr. Thwait’s Chapel in Southwark,* where he be- 
gan to deliver his LECTURES ON THE PROPHECIES. 
In 1788, he preached, on Sunday mornings, at the 
meeting-house in Worship-street, and in the even- 
ings at Glass-House Yard, where he repeated his 
LECPURES ON THE PROPHECIES. His hearers 
continued to increase ; his friends and supporters 
received new accessions, until, at length, they took 
for him the Chapel in Parliament-Court, where, I 
think, he held his meetings till his departure for 
America. This, though of a good size, could not 
.ccommodate the crowd which pressed to hear. 

But he exerted an influence, by means of his 
publications, much more extensive than that of his 
preaching. In 1788, he published his praLocurs 
ON UNIVERSAL RESTORATION ; which, though I 
have not seen ail his writings, I feel safe in pro- 
nouncing his .Master-piece, and the only one of his 
productions which will descend to posterity. It 
was widely circulated, convinced many, and called 
others from concealment, who had in secret be- 
lieved the doctrine. In 1790 was begun the publi- 
cation of his LECTURES ON THE PROPHECIES, the 
largest of all his works, one that was much esteem- 
ed, and that added to the author’s popularity ; but 
which is now nearly forgotten, and will soon cease 
tobe read. In the same year he published Five 
LETTERS TO THE PARSON DAN TAYLOR, in reply 
to his sermon on endless misery. Before he left 
England, he published, besides numerous tracts, 
two volumes of the PHILADELPHIAN MAGAZINE, 
which I suppose to have been a periodical work ; 
and THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST, a 
Poem in twelve books, which, as Vidler remarks, 
Joes not deserve the name of a Poem. 

At London, Mr. Winchester retained his itine- 
rant habit. During the six years and a half which 
he spent in England, he often made excursions to 





* Southwark is that part, or that suburb of London, which 
stands on the South side of the river Thames. Tottenbam- 
Court Road runs nearly North and South at the Northern 
extremity of Lenden, near , 


money, burthened with a wife, and perhaps poorly 





a considerable distance in the country ; but though 
he preached to large assemblies, he never attempt- 
ed to establish separate societies, wishing to dimin- 
ish rather than to increase the divisions among 
christians, and not considering that a change of 
doctrine will necessarily involve a change of de- 
nomination. He frequently visited Chatham, Bir- 
mingham, Wisbeach, and Fleet, a place in Lincoln- 
shire, and preached in nearly all the meeting- 
houses of the General Baptists in the County of 
Kent. 
fessed the doctrine of Universal Restoration; and 
some who discountenanced it, patronized him, as 
he retained many of the notions, and considerable 
of the language, of the lower sects. Among those 
who embraced Universalism, the most distinguished 
was the Parson Win. Vidler, a Calvinistic Baptist 
minister. He assisted Mr. Winchester in his la- 
bours, and afterwards supplied his place in London. 
They designed an arrangement by which they were 


Several dissenting preachers openly pro- 


to travel alternately, and preach through the coun- 
try; but a singular occurrence suddenly frustwated 
all their schemes, and turned their flattering pros- 
pects into shame. 

Mr. Winchester was in the height of his influ- 
his friends 
that he was 


ence, when, on the Ist of May, 1794 
were alarmed by word from his wite, 
missing, and that she feared some evil had befallen 
hin. The next morning, advertisements were in- 
serted in the papers, and a search made, with no 
success. A number of his friends assembled at his 
house to condole with Mrs. Winchester, when one 
of them received a letter from Winchester himself, 
revealing as the cause of his flight, a long series of 
intolerable abuse from the desperate temper of his 
own wife, which had at length put his life in dan- 
ger, and driven him wounded from home. This 
letter was read in Mrs. Winchester’s hearing, who, 
after some prevarication, confessed the facts al- 
leged. 

Nothing can be adduced in palliation of his pitia- 
ble weakness in this affair, unless we suppose that 
his feeble and declining health had lett him ex- 
posed, without his ordinary resolution and strength 
of mind. It is, however, manifest from his own let- 
ters, that his wife had ruled him with a rod of iron, 
and that she had fully verified her declaration, “J 
must be a devil, and govern.” 

Though aware that his sudden and mysterious 
departure would occasion much obloquy and exul- 
tation among his opposers, he resolved on leaving 
England; and to avoid the importunity of his 
friends, concealed himself from them, addressing 
them by letters without dates. In an anguish little 
short of distraction, he wandered towards Buistol, 
whence he sailed for America on the 19th of May. 
He left the English shore with reluctance, and flat- 
tered himself with the hope of revisiting it, if Mrs. 
Winchester could be brought to accept of a sepa- 
rate maintenance, and to retire to her native Jand. 
Proposals of this sort were repeatedly made to her 
by the congregation in Parliamnent-Court ; but she 
rejected them with indignation, declaring that hey 
conduct towards her husband would break het 
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heart, if she had not an opportunity to see him, 
and ask his pardon. 

On the 12th of July, Mr. Winchester arrived at 
Boston, entirely destitute of money and meanly 
clothed. He immediately repaired to a little vil- 
lage on the border of his native town, where he 
passed the night, dreading, perhaps, to meet the 
astonishment and inquiries of his acquaintances. 
In a letter to London, he says, “ My return to this 
country was sudden and surprising to all who knew 
me ; and various have been the conjectures and re- 
ports which have gone abroad on the occasion; but 
the most common was, that I had fled from perse- 
cution for fear of being taken up by the government, 


for publishing my Oration on the Discovery of 


Ametica, or my Sermons on the Three Wo Trum- 
pets. Bat I have always had the satisfaction of 
telling all who have asked me, that the government 
of Great Britain never concerned itself with me, 
and that I never gave the governinent any umbrage. 
But the real cause of my leaving London so ab- 
ruptly, I have not mentioned to my father, mother, 
brothers, or sisters; or to any friend I have in 
America; and I do not know that any person in 
this part of the country knows any thing of the 
matter.” Reports of the fact, however, at length 
arrived from London, which I believe he could 
seldom be to confirm or deny, and 
which were therefore, either credited or disre- 
garded according to the fancy of the hearers. 
During the remainder of the summer and the 
succeeding autumn, he preached almost constantly 


induced 


in the vicinity of Boston, and in other parts of New- 
England. in September, he attended the General 
Convention of Universalists at Oxford, Mass. in 
which be presided as Moderator. Writing to Lon- 
don in November, he says, “I have the greatest door 
open that | ever saw, insomuch that [ am surprised 
at the alteration since I was here last. I have 
preached in a great many meeting-houses of differ- 
ent denominations, and to great numbers of people, 
as often as eight or nine times a week, and with 
greater acceptance than I ever did.” Meanwhile, 
he was writing his Answer to Paine’s Age of 
Reason, which was published at Boston in De- 
cember. 

The next year, (1795) I think he travelled exten- 
sively in almost all parts of the country, especially 
to the southward, thongh his constitution was bro- 
ken, and an increasing asthma foretold a fatal ter- 
mination. It was in the course of this year that his 
wife having recrossed the Atlantic, joined him, and 
prevailed upon him to live with her again. This 
was another instance of his weakness, which, if re- 
port be true, he found cause to regret; it is said 
that she tormented him on his death-bed. 

He visited his old society in Philadelphia, to 
which he again ministered for a while, probably in 
the latter part of 1795, and the beginning of 1796. 
It was about this time that the celebrated Dr. 
Priestly delivered a course of Lectures in the Uni- 
versalist Meeting-house there, in the conclusion of 
which he informed she society that he agreed with 
their minister in the doctrine of Universal Resto- 


ration. This minister must, I think, have been Mr. 
Winchester. It is certain, however, that he left 
Philadelphia before August, 1796, at which time 
the Parson Thomas Jones arrived there from En- 
gland. 

I find few traces of him after he left Philadelphia 
till he went to Hartford, (Conn.) where he made his 
first appearance before the public, on the 11th of 
October, 1796, at the funeral of a young man. The 
people were assembled around the grave, when they 
were surprised at the voice of a stranger, who, un- 
asked, had taken the freedom to address them on 
the occasion. His language and manner were very 
affecting, and excited a geneial wish to hear him 
again. Accordingly, he gave one or two lectures 
during the week; and preached the next Sunday, 
inthe Theatre. A respectable congregation was 
soon gathered, among which were some gentlemen 
of influence.* They would immediately have built 
a large meeting-house for him; but his unwilling- 
ness to accept of a permanent settlement dissuaded 
them, and prevented any regular organization of » 
society. They continued to occupy the Theatre on 
Sundays, and one of the meeting-houses on Wed- 
nesday evenings, till the beginning of December, 
when the inclemency of the weather induced them 
to assemble in a large chamber, fitted to accommo- 
date about four hundred, which they occupied til! 
Mr. Winchester’s death. This was well filled. 

At Hartford, Mr. Winchester’s texts were gene- 
rally selected from the Pentateuch, the Psalms, the 
book of Isaiah, and the Revelations; and his dis- 
courses probably ran much on the types of the law, 
the promises of the gospel, and the fulfilment ot 
prophecy. His meetings were always opened with 
singing, as he thought himself unable to proceed 
ull he had joined, or rather lead, in that delightful 
service. When he stood up to preach or pray, his 
lips, usually livid from the dropsy, assumed a dark 
purple hue ; his voice, at first almost choaked with 
the asthma, grew deep, powerful, and sonorous ; and 
though sinking under a complication of diseases, al! 
his infirmities were forgotten in his animation. 

Thus he continued preaching till about the first 
of April (1797) when he delivered a sermon, under 
a strong impression that it was his last, from Paul’s 
farewell address to the elders of the Ephesian 
church. He never entered his desk again. His 
death was fast approaching, and he contemplated it 
with serenity and joy. On the morning of his de- 
cease, he requested two or three young ladies, who 
were sitting by him, to join in singing a hymn,* ob- 
serving at the same time that he might expire be- 
fore it should be finished. He began with them; 
but bis voice soon faltered, and the torpor of death 
fell upon him. They were disconcerted and paused ; 
but he reviving, encouraged them to proceed, and 
joined in the first line of each stanza, till he breath- 





*Mr. Thomas Tisdale (of whom there is an account in 
the Gazetteer of Connecticut, under the Hartford head) 
was one of Mr Winchester’s heartiest friends. 


+The Christian's Farewell, or Dying Saint’s Song.” 


See the Universalist Magazine, Vol. 1, page 196, where it 
is said to have been composed by Winchester. This how- 





ever is by no means certain. 
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ed ‘no more. This was on the 18th of April, 1797, 
in the 47th year of his age. 

His funeral was attended on the 21st by a nume- 
rous cuncourse of afflicted friends and sympathizing 
spectators. The Parson Dr. Strong* preached the 
sermon, from Heb ix. 27, in which, though an op- 
poser of his sentiments, he gave Mr. Winehester an 
excellent character, and bore a frank testimony to 
his final constancy in the doctrine which he had 
preached. 

Of Mr. Winchester may be said, what can be as- 
serted of few men so much exposed to obloquy, that 
his moral character was never impeached, and his 
piety universally acimitted. A 
might perhaps discover a slight tincture of super- 
stition in his religion, and some weakness in that 
peaceable disposition for which he was distinguish- 
ed; but his practical confidence in God, his uni- 
form, cheerful serenity, and his unconquerable be- 
nevolence and charity, form a halo of glory around 
him, which will always preserve bis very imperfec- 


scrutinizing eye 


tions from willing censure. 

His perception was clear; but his credulity often 
supplied, and poorly too, the place of judgment. 
Quickness of thought he possessed to an extraordi- 
nary degree ; he could, in a few minutes, compute 
a sum, which if set down in figures, would occupy a 
sheet of paper; and he sometimes wrote for the press 
with great rapidity, while engaged in conversation 
on other topics. Every one has heard of his aston- 
ishing memory: it is said, and I believe with little 
or no exaggeration, that he could repeat the whole 
Bible. 

He had some acquaintance, probably not very 
thorough with the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. I 
am told that he studied the French language at 
Philadelphia, and become able to converse in it. 
As to his English style, it is remarkably familiar, 
though often incorrect, and sometimes extremely 
careless. There are a few passages of the sheerest 
bombast in his writings, notwithstanding the sin- 
plicity of the man. 

I shail conclude this Sketch with a Catalogue of 
his publications; which, however, is doubtless im- 
perfect. 

Catalogue of Mr. Winchester’s Publications. 

Sermon trom Genesis iii. 15, A. D. 1781. The 
QOutcasts Comforted: a sermon from Isa. Ixvi. 5 
A. D. 1782. Five Letters on the Divinity of Christ. 
A serious Address to the Youth of Philadelphia, on 
the worth of the soul. Some Remarkable Passages 
in the life of Mr. George de Benneville. A Collec- 
tion of Hymns. A. D. 1784. Dialogues on Uni- 
versal Restoration. A. D. 1788. Lectures on the 
Prophecies. A. D. 1790 and 1791. The Phila- 
delphian Magazine. A Letter to the Parson Mr. 
Coetlogon, containing remarks on President Ed- 
ward’s Sermon on the Eternity of Hell-Torments. 





* Dr. Strong was a professed Hopkinsian, a minisier of a 
Congregational Church in Hartford, and well known as the 
author of a Treatise in reply to Dr. Huntington's work in 
favour of Universal Salvation. Dr. Strong had freely asso- 
ciated with Mr. Winchester during his residence in Hart- 
ford, and though of different sentiments, appeared much 
pleased with his company and conversation. ie visited him 
im his last sickness 





The Holy Conversation and High Expectations of 
Christians, containing Remarks on the Parson Mr. 
Taylor’s Sermon on the Eternity of Future Punish- 
ment. Five Letiers to the Parson Dan Taylor. 
A. D. 1790. The Beauties of the Millenium, Ora- 
tion on the discovery of America, and a Biographi- 
cal Sketch of General Washington, A. D. 1792. 
Two Sermons on the Three Wo Trumpets. A. D. 
1793. The process and Empire of Christ; a Poem, 
&e. A. D. 1793. A Century Sermon on the Glo- 
rious Revolution. The Face of Moses Unveiled : 
or Evangelical Truths, discovered in the Law, in 
four discourses. ‘The Lord Jesus worthy the love 
of all Men. The Gospel preached by the Apostles. 
A Sermon against the Slave-Trade. The Works 
and Words of Jesus. Comfort for Mourning Chris- 
Doctrine of the Atonement Defended, The 
Gospel of Christ no cause for Shame. Funeral 
Sermon for Israel Johnson. A Funeral Sermon 
tor the Parson J. Wesley. An Elegy on the Par- 
son J. Wesley. Sermon to Youth. Letters to 
Thos. Paine, in Answer to his Age of Reason. A. 
D. 1794. Political Catechism. 
delivered at Norwich, (Conn.) Scripture Passages, 
in favour of the Universal Restoration. A Sermon 


tians. 


Masonic Address, 


on the preaching of the Atonement, foolishness 
to such as Perish, but powertul to those that are 
saved. A Discourse on the Awtul Visitation of 
the City of Philadelphia, by the Yellow Fever, in 
1793. A New Book of Poems. A Hymn on Be- 
nevoleuce, and another on Friendship. 
MARCUS. 

P.S. Since writing the Prefaratory Notice, by 
which the foregoing Biographical Sketch 1s itro- 
duced, the Parson John Bisve favoured me with 
most of the materials from which | have written 
the account of Mr. Winchester’s residence in Hart- 


tord. MARCUS. 
Ee 
From the Maryland Gazette. 
MIRACLE, 


BY DR. H. A. KRUMMACHER. 
Translaied from the German, by Shobore. 

One day im spring, Solomon, then a youth, sat 
under a palm tree, ia the garden of the king, his 
lather, with his eyes fixed on the ground, and ab- 
sorbed in thought. Nathan, his preceptor, went up 
to him, and said, Why sittest thou thus, musing 
under the palm trees? The youth raised his head, 
and answered; Nathan, | am exceedingly desirous 
to behold a miracle. A wish, said the prophet, with 
a smile, which I entertained myself in my juvenile 
years. And was it granted ? hastily asked the prince. 
A man of God, answered Nathan, came to me, bring- 
ing in bis hand a pomegranate seed. Observe, said 
he, what this seed will turn to. He thereupon made 
with his finger a hole in the earth, and put the seed 
into the hole, and covered it. Scarce had he drawn 
back his hand, when the earth parted, and I saw two 
small leaves shoot toith; but no sooner had I per- 
ceived them than the leaves separated, and trom be- 
tween them arose a round stem, covered with bark, 
and the stem became every moment higher and 
thicker. The man of God thereupon said to me, 
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Take notice! and while I observed, seven shoots 
issued from the stem, like unto the seven branches 
on the candlestick of the altar. I was astonished, but 
the man of God motioned to me, and commanded 
me to be silent and attend. Behold, new creations 
will soon make their appearance. He thereupon 
brought water in the hollow of his hand from the 
stream that flowed past, and lo! all the branches 
were covered with green leaves, so that a cooling 
shade was thrown around us, together with a deli- 
cious odour. Whence, exclaimed I, this perfume 
and the refreshing shade? Seest thou not, said the 
man of God, scarlet blossoms, as shooting forth from 
among the green leaves, it hangs down in clusters ¢ 
I was about to answer, when a gentle breeze agi- 
tated the leaves, and strewed the blossoms around 
us, as the autumnal blast scatters the withered foli- 
age. No sooner had the blossoms fallen than the 
red pomegranates appeared suspended among the 
leaves, like the almonds on the staves of Aaron. 
The man of God then left me in profound amaze- 
ment. Nathan ceased speaking. What is the name 
of the Godlike man? asked Solomon hastily. Doth 
he yet live? Where doth he dwell? Son of David, 
replied Nathan, I have related to thee a vision. 
When Solomon heard these words, he was troubled 
in his heart, and said, How canst thou deceive me 
thus? I have not deceived thee, Son of Jesse, re- 
joined Nathan. Behold, in thy father’s garden 
thou mayest see all that I have related to thee. 
Doth not the same thing take place with every 
pomegranate and with every other tree? Yes, said 
Solomon, but imperceptibly, and in a long time. 
Then Nathan answered, Is it therefore the less a 
divine work, because it takes place silently and 
insensibly ? Study nature and her operations. Then 
wilt thou easily believe those of a higher power, 
and not long for miracles wrought by a human 
hand. 
— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—I left the Southern States and arrived here 
early in the spring, and have continued in this city 
and its vicinity ever since. I amuse myself in visit- 
ing the places of public resort, viz. the playhouses, 
gardens, courts, and especially the houses of wor- 
ship, (as they are called.) Last Sunday I visited, 
for the first time, the Quaker meeting-house in 
Hester-Street. We sat a few minutes in profound 
silence, when a person arose, and though arrayed in 
a Quaker garb, brought Mr. Stern’s Monk very for- 
cibly to the view of my mind. He seemed to la- 
bour very industriously, for, perhaps, an hour and 
a half, to prove that Jesus Christ was God Almigh- 
ty! He seemed to lay particular stress on the 30th 
v. of the x. of John, “I and my Father are one.” 
And as I syppose, very much to his own satisfac- 
tion; though I could clearly see, not to the satis- 
faction of all present, he proved in his own way, 
that Christ was his own father, and his own son!! 

I heard with attention, but not without some de- 
gree of pain, such a discourse delivered in a society 
of people who profess to be led and guided by the 
unerring spirit of trath. I however did not sit long 


in this mournful condition, before I was relieved by 
i plain looking man, an American tarmer, I sup- 
pose, who according to my skill, preached as plain, 
honest, Quaker doctrine as | ever heard. 
not Mr. Hicks, for I have seen him, and heard him, 
but never heard his equal. 

Yesterday, I intended to take a ride out of town, 
and as I went down Elizabeth-street towards the 


He was 


stable where my horse is kept, I saw a number oi 


Quakers go into the same house that I bad visited 
on Sunday morning, and among the rest, I thought 
[ recognised the same old gentieman that held torth 
as aforesaid. I thought, as he had taken so much 
pains on Sunday, to prove that Christ was his own 
father, perhaps he might be tempted to prove on 
Thursday that he was his own mother. For I think, 
one as as easily proved as the other. Accordingly, 
I went in and took my seat with my hat on, Jew- 
like. We did not sit long, before the old gentleman 
arose, and laboured as hard and nearly as long, on 
the same subject, as he had done on Sunday morn- 
He did 
not forget to mention several times, “Land my Fa- 
ther are one.” I wonder what he thinks the Apos- 
tle meant by the 8th v. of the iii, of 1 Cor. “ Now 


ing, and I suppose, with the same effect. 


he that planteth and he that watereth are one.” My 
grandmother inay have planted, and I may have wa- 
tered, are we then the same individual ? 

The old gentleman on Sunday, mentioned “ good 
Hagar, Abraham’s concubine ; he did not mention 
her yesterday ; but he repeated several times the 
6th v. of the ix. of Isaiah, “ For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder ; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” He re- 
peated the 28th and 29th verses of the x. of He- 
brews in such a voice, accompanied by such looks 
and gestures that as he repeated the 29th the last 
time, I could almost imagine that I was in the 
neighbourhood of the Inquisition; till I recollected 
that I was in New-York in America, and thanked 
God that I was neither in Spain nor Portugal. 
We know, or believe that, “ He that despised Mo- 
ses’ law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses,” i, e. they were pelted with stones till 
they died, ot chastised in some such mild manner 
as running them through with a dagger, &c. “'The 
so much sorer punishment,” I suppose, has to be 
contrived by the Holy fathers of the Inquisition!! 

To return to “good old Hagar.” I have no ob- 
jection to her being a good woman, but what she or 
her son Ishmael, has to do with the divinity of 
Christ, I am at alossto determine. Or what Sam- 
son, or Maharshalalhashbaz, or Remaliah’s son has 
to do with it more than “ good old Hagar,” I cannot 
see, though have no objection to their goodness, 
and hope they are all in heaven long ago. 

If, Mr. Editor, you will be so kind as to give 
your opinion of the 6th v. of ix. of Isaiah, you will 
oblige a subscriber and reader, though 

A STRANGER. 
New- York, July 1st, 1825. 





Isa. ix. 6, will be considered in a future Number. 
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“NEW WAY OF RAISING THE WIND. 
CIRCULAR. 

Dear Sir—The undersigned have been appointed 

a committee to mvite your attention, and that of the 


religious community generally, to the following no- 
tice, to explain the object, and give a general out- 
line of the plan of the associates. 

NOTICE. Books of Subscription to the Capi- 
tal Stock of the American Fire Insurance Compa- 
ny, will be opened under the direction of the Sub- 
scribers, Commissioners appointed by the Board of 
Directors for that purpose, on Tuesday, the 28th 
inst., at 18 Wall-street, and will continue open from 
10, A. M. until 8 o’clock, P. M. 

Five per cent., or five dollars. upon each share, 
will be required to be paid at the time of subscri- 
bing, and a fair and equa! distribution of the stock 
made amoung the different applicants. The unde:- 
signed, in offering this stock to the public, deem it 
proper to state, that the dividends of the Company, 
to the stockholders, are in no case to exceed six 
per cent. per annum, and that the scrip will be is- 
sued upon this express condition, the design of the 
associates being to apply the surplus earnings to be- 
nevolent objects. 


# ( George Suckley, 


Najah Taylor, 


= | Stephen D. Beekman, Moses Allen, 

2 | Thomas Stokes, Gerard Beekman, 

=<) Thomas Purser, Timothy Hutton, 

= | Jeremiah H. Taylor, Alexander C. Jackson. 
© John H. Hill, 


The object of the company, alluded to in the 
foregoing notice, is to aid religious institutions, by 
contributions to their funds, to accomplish this, 
they propose to loan out their capital at the usual 
rates of interest, on good security, and to pursue 
the ordinary business of a Fire Insurance Compa- 
ny; and after paying to the stockholders, semian- 
nually, a dividend of six per cent. per annum, re- 
serving a sufficient surplus to meet contingencies, 
and defray the necessary expenses of the institution, 
to divide annually, and pay over the balance to the 
representatives of the different religious denomina- 
tions, who may be members of the Board of Di- 
rectors for the time being, to be by them applied to 
such Missionary Society or other religious institu- 
tion, as they, or a majority of them, may be dis- 
posed to patronise ; the proportion of the fund to be 
regulated by the amount of business brought into 
the concern by each denomination: an account of 
which being kept with strict reference to such di- 
vision. All business not recognised as belonging 
to either denomination, to be given to the American 
Bible or Tract Society. It must be apparent, how- 
ever, that in order to give effect to the plan, a united 
effort of Christians, of different denominations, to 
produce a general distribution of the stock, and an 
extended patronage of the office, is desirable. Ac- 
cordingly, the officers and managers have been se- 
lected, and are always hereafter to be selected, in 
equal proportions from the five following denomi- 
mations, each furnishing their own list of names, 
viz. The Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Pres- 
byterians, and Reformed Dutch, and are at present 
as follows: 








GOSPEL HERALD. 8S 


PRESIDENT, 
JOHN ADAMS, Esq., from the Presbyterians. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS, 
GEORGE SUCKLEY, from the Methodist, 
THOMAS STOKES, 8 Baptist, 
THOMAS GIBBONS, = = Episcopalian, 
ISAAC HEYER, =: Reformed Dutch, 
Whose services are to be rendered gratuitously. 
The following persons compose the Board of 
Directors for the present year, viz. 


METHODIST. BAPTIST. 


Thomas Stokes, 
Thomas Skelding, 
Thomas Purser, 
William Colgate, 
Elijah Pierson, 
James Wilson, 


George Suckley, 
James Donaldson, 
James Latourette, 
Daniel Ayres, 
Eliphalet Wheeler, 
Stephen D. Beekman, 


Francis Hall. Elijah Lewis. 
EPISCOPALIAN. PRESBYTERIAN. 
Thomas Gibbons, John Adams, 


David Marsh, 
Daniel Mersereau, 
John H. Hiil, 
Jeremiah H. Taylor, 
James A. Burtus, George Zabriskie, 
John Stearns, M. D. Gilbert S. Mount. 


REFORMED DUTCH, 


Moses Allen, 
“Anson G. Phelps, 
“Anthony Dey, 
Knowles Taylor, 


Isaae Heyer, 

Gerard Beekman, 
Richard Duryee, 
Thomas Storm, 
Timothy Hutton, 
Richard T. Haines, 
lexander C. Jackson. 

The charter permits an increase of the Directors 
to 100 at the next election. The Board ave deter- 
mined to embrace the privilege, and will proceed 
to make the increase immediately, under the name 
of “associates of the American Fire Insurance 
Company,” until the period of election. 

The Committee think this plan opens the door to 
the friends of religion, while receiving a fair interest 
for their money, to be extensively useful, to do good 
should be the object, and how to accomplish with 
our means, the greatest amount of good, the con- 
stant study of every Christian. 

The present age, which is so remarkably distin- 
guished for grand projects, and noble enterprises, 
should find Christians ready to take advantage of 
the spirit of the times to subserve the interests of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

The present enterprise is a business effort to pro- 
duce contributions, to religious objects, and calls 
for Christian patronage. It is evident the plan is 
practicable. The only question is, “ Are there men 
to be found who are willing to receive but six per 
cent. for a certain portion of their money, and cast 
the overplus into ute ‘ Treasury of the Lord?” If 
there are, the object is secured, and a permanent 
and growing fund wil) be created to be applied to 
the best of purposes. 

The committee cannot but indulge high hopes ot 
its success. They trust the Christian pablic wi'T 
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weigh de jeliberately the claims of this institution toj earnestly recommend the perusal of the initiatory 


a portion at least of their patronage. 
It is very desirable that every person, friendly t 


the object, should be possessed of some of the stock, 


be the amount ever so sinall. The books, as wil 


speech of the president of the institution, a part 
»} of which is the following words, to wit: 

“@O! that L were more worthy of it, not for my 
|] own sake, but for the sake of Him who suffered and 


be observed, are to be opened on the 2éth of this] died on the Cross of Calvary, to redeem us from the 


month, at No, 18 Wall-street. 
CORNELIUS HEYER, 
HORACE HOLDEN, 
G. N. BLEECKER, 
JONAS HUMBERT, 
JOHN WESTFIELD. 
—>— 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HEGALD. 


power and just punishment of sin. 

“Indulge me, before I conclude, with one sim- 
ple request. It is, that the Publishing Committee 
would ever bear in mind the high responsibility of 
their office; and always feel that, as the eternal 
destinies of souls may hang upon their deliberations 
and doings, no Tract should ever issue from the 


depository of this Society, which does not contain 


Sir—I have heard a great deal of talking and] enough of Divine Truth to guide the ignorant and 
preaching about the Holy Ghost, and cannot under- the inquiring sinner to the path of eternal life.” 


stand the descriptions given on that subject. We 


read that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy 


° - 9 
Ghost, born of a woman, and that he is the Son of] MENT OF SIN, 


From the first paragraph, it appears that Christ 
died on Calvary to save us froin the “susT PUNISH- 
and that for the sake of Christ, the 


God. [have thought that a ghost is the spirit of a President regrets his unworthiness to assist in this 


deceased person. 


I see no propriety in calling it the holy ghost. If it} ment. 


is the Spirit of God, then God must have died him- 


Now if it is the spirit of a man, object; that is, in saving men from just punish- 


As the president, however, seems to doubt 
the ability, or inclination of Christ in effecting this 


self. If you will give your opinion on this subject,| just object, this Tract Society is loudly called 


in the Gospel Herald, 
your subscribers. 

P. S. I cannot believe that all mankind were 
cursed by Adam’s eating the forbidden fruit. 

A DEIST. 
REPLY. 

Our correspondent has probably been misled by 
the improper phraseology of the translation. For 
Ghost, we should read Spirit. God’s Spirit must 
be holy, for God is a holy, good Being. As God is 
the Author of all beings, we must believe that his 
Son Jesus Christ was produced, or derived his be- 
ing from®him, the Father. Our correspondent’s 
conclusion, that if Jesus was begotten by God’s 
Spirit, God must have died when Jesus died, is by 
no means a necessary one. We see no cause for 
this strange event, as a consequence. How do fa- 
thers sarvive their children? The power which pro- 
duces, exists independent of that which is produced. 

We can give no opinion on this subject, but what 
we learn from the Scriptures. Jesus Christ is there 
declared to be “the Sonof God. A man approved 
of God.” It is said that “ God hath raised him from 
the dead.” There is nothing repugnant to reason 
in these declarations. Relative to the “ miraculous 
conception” of Christ, as it is called, I see no reason 
to question it ®n the ground of impossibility, any 
more than to question the account of the origin of 
man upon the earth. 

Our correspondent’s doubts of the truth of the 
doctrine of all Adam’s posterity being cursed, when 
he partook of the forbidden firnit, are reasonable. 
We neither can believe that all mankind were 
cursed, at that time, and for that cause. 

—>——_ 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 

Mr. Editor—Some of your readers are apprized 
that an American Tract Society has been establish- 
ed, but it is possible that some may be ignorant of 


you will much oblige one of] upon to assist in this act of injustice, by the con- 


sideration, that the eternal destinies of souls may 
hang upon their doings. If the final state of men 
depend upon the doings of those societies which 
can patronise sublimated nonsense, I would say, 
for one, from such salvation, “Good Lord deliver 
us.” X. 
—— 
The Universalist associations in New-York at 
their late meeting, feeling the inconveniency of tra- 
velling a great distance to attend the general Con- 
vention, and believing the union, strength, and edi- 
fication of the societies in their fellowship would be 
promoted by a division of New-York from New- 
England, formed a State Convention, which is de- 
nominuted THE UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION OF 
THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. Thus, in the space of 
a few years, by the good hand of God upon us, we 
have lengthened our cords and strengthened our 
stakes, till, from a little company, we have increased 
to a great multitude. Ibid. 
——- 
NEW PUBLICATION. 
A paper entitled the CANDID EXAMINER, has 
made its appearance at Montrose, (Pa.) edited by 
our brother in the faith, C. R. Marsh. We would 
hope that the liberal souls of Pennsylvania may 
encourage this publication, and thereby verify the 
saying, “ The liberal soul shall be made fat.” 
—>—— 
IF The Conditions of this Paper are 
ONE DOLLAR PAID IN ADVANCE. 
Persons living i ms dist: int towns, if they will appoint an agent 


by forwarding § 5, he can receive 6 papers; and in the 
same ratio for a “gre ‘ater number. 


> 


Just published, and for sale at this Office, a Sermon 
preached in the State Prison, in the city of New-York, by 
Nehemiah Dodge, Price One Shilling. 
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the importance of the Society. To such I would 
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